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Richard Gombrich was born in London. His mother was an accom​plish​ed mus​ic​ian, his father, Sir Ernst Gom​b​rich, the pre-eminent art historian of the 20th cent​ury. 
Ernst Gombrich grew up in Vienna. The psychiatrist Freud, the composer Mahler, and the poet von Hofmannsthal were intimate acquaint​ances. The philosopher, Sir Karl Popper, be​came his closest friend.
Richard Gombrich’s education was in the best English trad​ition of classical learning with an empirical bias. Having master​ed Greek and Latin literature, he moved on to Sanskrit and Pali. At 39, he was Boden Professor of Sanskrit at Oxford. 
This was the earliest Chair in Sanskrit to be established in the West (in 1831). Now it was, for the first time, occupied by a scholar whose principal interest was in Buddhism. 

Gombrich’s first book illustrates his range. It is a work of soc​ial anthro​pology, based on fieldwork in Sri Lanka. It gives a clear, compelling picture of village Buddhism. Then it com​pares that with the classical (Pali) literature. So it shows how care​fully the tradition has been maintained — and also throws light on how lay Buddhist life is likely from the first to have related to doctrinal categories.
His later work has explored further the links between textual and social dimensions of Buddhism. On one hand, he has revitalised the close textual study of ancient mater​ials, revealing new dimensions of early Buddhism (e.g. how it responded to Brahminism). On the other, he has analysed how some modern tendencies diverge from the tradition.
In this way, he has validated the authenticity and antiquity of the Pali material (contested elsewhere in acad​emia) and upheld its enduring relevance. The escape from essential​ism that the Buddha offers seems to him both very modern (indeed Popperian) and subtly (indeed uniquely) pragmatic. 
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	(In: Earliest Buddhism and Madhyamaka. D. Ruegg and L. Schmithausen, editors) Leiden: E.J. Brill, 5-23
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	1990
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	1998


	85
	Organized Bodhisattvas: A Blind Alley in Buddhist Historiography

	
	

	86
	Discovering the Buddha’s Date
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A Continuing Impact

some RECENT STUDENTS’ Theses

Richard Gombrich has supervised many doctoral theses; so many that it is difficult to keep a complete count. The total is around 50. Here are some recent examples.
	D.Phil. Theses

	1996
	Joel Tatelman
	Bhadrakalpāvadāna 2-5: 
introduction, edition and translation. 

	1997
	Andrew Skilton
	The Samādhirāja Sūtra: 
a study incorporating a critical edition 
and translation of chapter 17

	1998
	Paola Tinti
	Between two civilisations: history and self-representation of Bangladeshi Buddhism

	1998
	Y-G An
	Buddhology in the Mahāparinibbāna-Suttanta and its commentary, 
with an annotated translation of 
Buddha​ghosa’s commentary

	1998
	S-Y Chen 
(Ven. Juo-hsüeh Shih)
	Problems in the Pali Bhikkhunī-Vinaya: a thematic study in comparative perspective

	1999
	Torkel Brekke
	The politics of religious identity in South Asia in the late nineteenth century

	2000
	Wan-doo Kim (Ven. Hyon-kwang Sunim)
	The Theravādin doctrine of momentariness: a survey of its origins and development

	2000
	Kate Crosby
	Studies in the medieval Pali literature 
of Sri Lanka with special reference to 
the esoteric Yogācāra tradition

	2001
	Ho-yu Tseng (Ven. Vinita Tseng)
	The Nidānavagga of the Sāratthappakāsinī

	2001
	Peter Roberts
	The biographies of Ras-Chung-pa: 
the evolution of a Tibetan hagiography

	2002
	William Douglas
	Newar Buddhism 1250-1600

	2002
	Karma Phuntsho
	The Madhyamaka of Mipham

	2203
	Isabelle Onians
	Tantric Buddhist apologetics

	2003
	Pathompong Bodhi​prasiddhinand
	Word Order in Pali

	2003
	Noa Gal
	Metaphysical development in 
the early Pali Buddhist tradition.

	2004
	Alex Wynne
	Meditation as the path to salvation 
in early Buddhism

	2004
	Justin Meiland
	Buddhist values in the Pali Jātakas

	2004
	Soon-il Hwang
	The metaphorical structure of nirvana 
and its evolution in early Buddhism

	2004
	Tse-fu Kuan
	Satipaṭṭhāna 
in the Pali and Chinese canonical traditions

	2005
	Linda Covill
	A literary study of 
the Saundarananda of Aśvaghoṣa

	2005
	Cheonghwan Park (Ven. Jungduk Sunim)
	A translation and study of selected avadānas of the Mūlasarvāstivādin Vinaya

	2005
	Ven. Khammai Dhammasami
	Historical development of monastic education in Burma and Thailand

	M. Litt Thesis

	1999
	Sumana Ratnayaka
	A critical edition, annotated translation 
and discussion of 
the Saṅgītisuttavaṇṇanā in
the Sumaṅgalavilāsinī, (PTS pp.971-1033)


Former Students’ positions 
Richard Gombrich’s former students are present across the academic world. That will be apparent even from the list of doctoral supervisees above. 

Apart from those more recent graduates, his ex-students hold positions (mostly professorships) at the following institutions: 
· In the UK:
· Oriental Studies Faculty, Oxford University 
· Institute of Social Anthropology, Oxford University 
· Dept of Religion and Theology. King’s College, London University

· Goldsmiths College, London University

· University of Bristol 

· University of Cambridge

· University of Durham

· University of Lancaster

· University of Wales at Cardiff

· De Montfort University, Leicester

· The British Library, London

· Elsewhere
· Institut français de Pondichéry, India

· Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi, India

· Tribhuvan Unversity, Nepal

· Peradeniya University, Sri Lanka

· University of Oslo, Norway

· Institute of Oriental Studies (ISMEO), Naples, Italy

· University of Chicago, U.S.A.

· University of Texas at Austin, U.S.A.

· University of Hawaii, U.S.A.
· Dongguk University, Korea
The Thai Connection
Richard Gombrich is well known figure among academics across the world.  That includes Thailand. 
Dr Peter Skilling, Special Lecturer at Chulalongkorn University, is a personal friend. So is the Professor of Sanskrit at Chulalongkorn, Dr Prapod Assavavirulhakan.

The Venerable P. A. Payutto, universally acknowledged as Thailand’s foremost Buddhist scholar, makes extensive use of Gombrich’s work in his refutation of the Dhammakaya position. The Venerable Payutto points out that early western Buddhist scholars created many confusions, which have tended to become ingrained; Gombrich he sees as the great corrective for such fallacies. Here is a man who exhibits in equal measure the best of modern western scholarship and immense familiarity with — and respect for — the Pali tradition. 

Gombrich’s scholarship also links in to the Thai scholarly tradition indirectly, through his students. Leading contemporary Korean scholars, who are translating the Pali Nikayas into Korean, studied with him.
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( 	Śrī Laṅkāve yuddhayaṭa heṭuva bauddha muladharmavādayak da? Pracaṇḍdatvayak da?


( 	Budusamaya saha Śrī Laṅkāve janavārgika ghaṭṭanaya






